
Posterior Stroke 

Posterior strokes can be more difficult to identify due to a wide range of non-specific presenting 

symptoms.  More than a third of posterior circulation strokes are initially misdiagnosed and represents 

20 – 25% of all ischemic strokes.  Delayed or incorrect diagnosis results in inadequate acute care and 

poorer outcomes. Posterior circulation strokes have longer “door to needle” times for intravenous 

thrombolysis than anterior circulation strokes.   

Fast → B (balance) E (eyes) FAST → Think “Five D's”: 

Dizziness 

Diplopia (double vision)     

Dysarthria (difficulty speaking)   

Dysphagia (difficulty swallowing)   

Dystaxia (lack of coordination) 

Brain regions supplied by the posterior circulation and regional symptoms of posterior circulation 

ischemia 

 


