
Overview of the Care of 
the Patient with 
Acute Ischemic Stroke

Objective

• Review updates and progress in 
nursing care of the patient with 
acute ischemic stroke.  
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July 13, 2023 



Detection 



Targeted Community 
Education



Focus on Disparities 
in Stroke Care



EMS Education



Recognizing Suspected Acute Stroke







Thrombolytic 
Treatment

• Tenecteplase

• Alteplase



Focus on 
Handoff 

Communication 
between 

departments



Monitoring for Patient Safety





Pre and Post Procedural Care

Post procedural 
monitoring begins at 
Sheath removal and 
hemostasis occurs

• Document Sheath removal 
time

• Monitor every 15 minutes for 
1 hours, every 30 minutes for 
1 hours and every hour for 4 
hours

Neurological 
Status and Vital 

Signs Assessment 
using the same 
Criteria of Pre-
Assessment; 

Compare findings

Site and Vascular 
Assessment

• Transradial- Follow 
Manufactures 
guidelines for 
release of pressure 
from device. Assess 
distal circulation

• Femoral-Assess site 
and distal circulation 
including pulses



Mechanical Thrombectomy

VESSEL PERFORATION/DISSECTION

EXTENSION OF THE INFARCT

INCREASED CEREBRAL EDEMA

REACTIONS TO ANESTHESIA

CONTRAST MEDIA REACTION



ICU Nursing 
Care

• Assessment and Recognition of Patient 
Status

• Airway Breathing, Circulation, Neurologic

• Documentation is dependent on 
Interventions

• Thrombolytic

• Thrombolytic with Mechanical 
Thrombectomy

• Mechanical Thrombectomy 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulsioximetria
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Transitions and 
Goals of Care

• Understanding the 
Patients and Families 
Goals of Care

• Early Intervention of 
Palliative Care when 
needed



Share 
Knowledge



webinar and your slides that are posted on our website under August 16, 2022:
https://www.startwithyourheart.com/stroke-advisory-council/sac-meetings/

https://www.startwithyourheart.com/stroke-advisory-council/sac-meetings/


Questions? 
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